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PROVERBS IV. 13. 


Take faſt Hold of Inſtruction; let Her 
not go: keep ber; for She is thy Life. 


N a general and tranſient View of 
Mankind we are preſented with Pro- 
ſpects amazingly different. We ſee 
Wiſdom, Knowledge, and Elegance of Man- 
ners on one Hand ſo ſtrongly contraſted 
with Stupidity, Ignorance, and Ruſticity, on 
the other ; that ar firſt Sight we are tempted, 
haſtily, to conclude that, even in the ſame 
Country, all Ranks of Men are not endowed 
with equal natural Powers. - The leaſt Re- 
flection, however, eaſily convinces us that the 
Difference between the higheſt and loweſt 
Ranks, between the polite and the vulgar Part 
of Mankind, is entirely owing to the different 
Cultivation of their natural Faculties; or in 
other Words to their having received greater 
or leſſer Degrees of uſeful Inſtruction, 
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The caſe will hold till more ſtrongly when 
we take a View of different Nations --- If we 
contemplate thoſe where pure Religion and Mo- 
rality prevail, where thoſe Arts and Sciences, 
which have a Tendency to refine and poliſh civil 
Society, flouriſh and abound; and compare 
them with others, which Commerce hath 
opened to us, where ſcarcely one Law of 
common Decency, Morality, or ſocial Virtue 
is known or regarded ; where Men are ſunk 
into ſuch groſs Stupidity and Senſuality, as 
hardly to have any Traces of Humanity re- 
maining -In this Caſe, Scepticiſm will be 
apt to doubt whether all Men could have 
ſprung from the ſame Origin; or whether 
all were to be ranked under the ſame Species 
of Beings. TE 

On this Occaſion, we are ready to adopt 
the Language of Pride, and to glory in our 
own Superiority --- We cannot, or will not, 
conceive that we could ever have fallen into 
ſuch abominable Idolatry, ſuch ſhocking Cruel- 
ties and Abſurdities, as prevail amongſt thoſe 
people --- In ſhort we call them Savages; and 
look on their Actions as of no more Conſe- 
quence than thoſe of the Beaſts that periſh. 

And yet theſe Savages are poſſeſſed of ra- 
tional Souls as well as ourſelves, equally ca- 


pable of Improvement and Refinement ; if 
| | they 
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they had the ſame Opportunities --- The ſole 
Cauſe of our Advantages over them is, that 
we are bleſt with the Light of Divine Inſtruc- 
tion, whilſt they are wandering in Darkneſs. 

That this is the Caſe we may eaſily conclude 
by looking back to the earlieſt Ages which 
Hiſtory hath informed us of --- where We 
ſhall find Reaſon to be convinced that our 
Forefathers were, perhaps, as much ſunk in 
Barbariſm and Idolatry, as thoſe modern Na- 
tions whom we affect ſo much to deſpiſe ; 
till the Light of Chriſtianity ſhone upon us 
and diſperſed the Clouds of Ignorance and 
Error; made Reaſon which was before aſleep, 
awake, and, as it were, ariſe from the Dead. 
It was Chriſt that gave that Light which hath 
been the Baſis of all our Improvements --- 
His Doctrines are moſt exquiſitely adapted to 
foften men's Manners by implanting Senti- 
ments of Kindneſs and Humanity to our Fel- 
low-Creatures, and all thoſe ſocial Virtues 
which tend to reform and poliſh the Minds 
of Men. It is to this we owe our boaſted Su- 
periority, and thoſe Attainments which we 
would vainly aſcribe to our own natural Abi- 
—_—  - 

It muſt be confeſſed however, that where 
Learning, the faithful Handmaid of Religion, 
is wanting, much Folly, barbarous Super- 
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Rition, and brutal Manners, may ſtill be found 


amongſt ſome Ranks in all Chriſtian Coun- 
tries and ſometimes overſpreading whole Na- 
tions. But wherever the leaſt Glimmering 
of the Goſpel Light appears ; that brutal In- 
ſenſibility, Idolatry, and groſs Barbarity I have 
been deſcribing, have not, and cannot prevail, 

The Reaſon is plain. In all Chriſtian 
Countries Children grow up, from their ear- 


| lieſt Days, in the Knowledge of ſome funda- 


mental Truths ; ſuch as the Being and Pro- 
vidence of God, their Saviour's Love to them, 
and ſome Notions of common moral Duties, 
which muſt and will have a conſiderable 
Effect; and though they may be in a Man- 
ner overwhelmed by groſs Ignorance and Er- 
ror, yet can they never be totally extin- 
guiſhed. --- This being the Caſe, one may 
ſafely ſay, that amongſt all the extravagant 
Opinions which the Caprice of Man's Imagina- 
tion hath invented, none can be found more 
perverſe and abſurd - Few ſo pernicious z as 
that which decries the Neceſſity of Inſtruction 3 
eſpecially of the religious Kind; in the early 
Part of Life, which muſt be the F oundation 
of it in every other Period. 
Were this Conceit confined merely to the 
Reveries of Romance, little Hurt would en- 
ſue; but it hath been maintained and carried 
| — GLEN 1 


( BY 
into Practice by Men of Coolneſs and Specus 
lation, who have bewildered themſelves in the 
Mazes of Philoſophy falſely fo called. 

It hath been urged that from early Inſtrue- 
tion certain Prejudices are imbibed, which are 
a Bar to Freedom of Enquiry, and a full Ex+ 
erciſe of the rational Faculties in future Life. 
--- That by this Means Religion is not fo 
much founded on Reaſon as on Maxims learnt 
by rote, and taken upon Truſt, at a Time of 
Life when it is impoſſible to diſtinguiſh whe- 
ther they are true or falſe. 

There is another Set of Men, more nume- 
rous than the former, who, though they do 
not ſeem to oppoſe Inſtruction on direct Prin- 
ciple; yet, as far as in them lies, effectually 
prevent the Benefits of it. --- In Excuſe for 
their own fooliſh Neglect of it, they affect to 
repreſent it as uſeleſs and ſuperfluous. Hence 
a ſtrange Maxim hath been adopted, that 
the beſt, the only neceſſary Method of In- 
ſtruction, of every Kind, is to be had merely 
by Converſation in the World, and a Know- 
ledge and Experience of Mankind. 

It may not be amiſs to ſhew the Futility of 
theſe Objections to early Inſtruction; the Ne- 
ceſſity of which being eſtabliſhed, will natu- 
rally lead us to conſider it in its progreſſive 
State through the ſucceeding Periods of Lite, 

and 
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and fuggeſt ſome Reflections more immedi- 
ately relating to ourſelves. 

With Regard to the firſt of theſe, who for- 
bid Inſtruction for fear of, I know not what, 
Prejudices being formed ---- The Queſtion 
ſeems to be, whether you will train up a Child 
in the Way he ſhould go, in the Nurture and 
Admonition of the Lord, or leave him to follow 
his own Devices in a Matter of the higheſt 
Importance; on which his future Happineſs 
or Miſery entirely depends ? --- For can theſe 
oppoſers of religious Prepoſſeſſions even affect 
to think that the Mind will remain altogether 
vacant; and be prepared to receive Truth, 
only, at a later Period? Is it not in Fact un- 
deniably true that Impreſſions, and Habits 
too, may be formed the moſt oppoſite and 
adverſe to it; - the Matter then will come 
to this ſhort Iſſue --- whether it were not bet- 
ter to ſow early in the Heart ſuch Seeds as are 
good, rather than leave it open to receive its 
firſt Impreſſions in Favour of Evil. --- For it 
is certain that the active Mind of Man will at 
the earlieſt Dawn of Reaſon neceſſarily im- 
bibe ſome Principles or Prejudices (if you will 
call them ſo) of one Kind or other. 

But after all --- what are theſe Prejudices 
which are ſo much dreaded? or what il] Con- 


ſequences are to be apprehended from them ? 
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Can any Miſchief ariſe from inſtilling intò 
tender Minds a Reverence for Juſtice, Tem- 
perance, and univerſal Benevolence? In a 
Word; for all the ſocial Duties which are ſo 
admirably enforced by the Goſpel ? -- Can 
there be any Harm, or any Infringement on 
human Liberty; if Children are bred up with 
an habitual Notion that they are formed for 
Happineſs, --- that Virtue leads to it, and that 
Vice is the certain Parent of Miſery ? That 
there is a God, whoſe Providence governs and 
directs the World; who will reward the Good, 
and puniſh the Wicked ? that He hath ſent his 
Son into the World to declare his Will to Man- 
kind, and to take away their Sins; Or is there 
any Objection to all this, which will not hold 
with equal Force againſt forming the Taſte of 
young Perſons to any Branch of Literature, 
or even inculcating the Notions of common 
moral Honeſty ? --- This laſt may perhaps be 
acknowledged to be neceſſary; but if the 
young Man be taught to cleanſe his Way by 
ruling himſelf after God's Word; this will be 
the beſt Support of it --- He will then have a 
certain Rule to conduct himſelf by, Prin- 
ciples which will hold him ſure and ſtedfaſt 
in the Practice of his Duty; when he would 
otherwiſe be toſt to and fro by every Wind 
of Doctrine; perplexed amidſt a thouſand Re- 

finements, 
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fGnements, and intricate Speculations, and pro- 
bably be hurried into a Torrent of Vice by 
uncontrolled Paſſions. 

The ſeveral Parts of Man's Life are ſo con- 
need, and the Tranſitions from one to the 
other ſo quick and imperceptible, that each 
Period ſtands in need of the Knowledge which 
ought to be gained in thoſe preceding it. 
Hence it 1s manifeſt, that the firſt Foundation 
of every Kind of Inſtruction muſt be laid in 
Infancy. --- This is evidently the Caſe in hu- 
man Learning --- In more advanced Years, 
Men will be aſhamed to confeſs their Igno- 
rance, or to apply for Information, in the low- 
eſt Elements of Knowledge, and without 
theſe Rudiments, any conſiderable Progreſs 
will be extremely difficult, if not impractica- 
ble; and few Inſtances will be found where 
a Perſon will have Spirit enough to under- 
take, and much leſs, Patience and Reſolution 
enough, to learn perfectly, what ought to 
have been the Buſineſs of a much earlier 
Seaſon. 

The ſame is in a great Meaſure the Caſe 
with reſpect to Religious Inſtitution. If the 
fincere Milk of the Word of God be admi- 
niſtered to Children, they will grow up at 
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be diſpoſed to enquire in riper Vears into the 
Truth of it's Doctrines. 

If it be not ſo adminiſtered, Men will be 
but little inclined to ſearch into thoſe Duties 
of Faith and Practice, which they have learnt 
from Habit to look upon as falſe or frivolous. 
We mean not to diſcourage the moſt free 
and minute Enquiry into the Doctrines of 
Chriſtianity ; but on the contrary to preſs it 
earneſtly upon all; and for this Purpoſe urge 
the necetlity of their providing themſelves with 
proper Qualifications for ſuch Diſquiſition.— 
We are defirous only of procuring Religion a 
fair Hearing, or rather preventing, what is 
too often the Caſe, her being rejected with- 
out any Examination at all.---For Infidelity 
will be found much more frequently to ariſe 
from a total Inattention and Neglect of the 
Subject, than even from any perverted Appli- 
cation of the reaſoning Powers. 

In a Country where the Holy Scriptures 
are acceſſible to all Ranks of People, Exami- 
nation is eaſy ; and if there ſhould be any 
Thing falſe or erroneous in what we have 
been taught to believe, there is little Reaſon 
to fear but it will be detected; and if ſuch 
Diſcovery be made; what ſhould hinder Men 
from laying afide the Prejudices they have 
imbibed in this Caſe more than in any other ? 

B In 
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In Syſtems of Philoſophy, and human Learn- 
ing, it is well known that the moſt material 
Errors have been pointed out and corrected, 
by thoſe very Perſons who have long had the 
fondeſt attachment to them. 

Much of what hath been already ſaid may 
be applied to the other vain Opinion before- 
mentioned, that the beſt and only neceſſary 
Inſtruction is to be attained merely by Con- 
verſation with the World, and a Knowledge 
of Mankind; which though it may differ 
in Appearance from that already confidered, 
is attended with the ſame pernicious Effects 
For can we reaſonably hope for ſuch a Degree 
of Fortitude and habitual Prudence in young 
Perſons, without the Aid of virtnous and re- 
ligious Principles, as is neceſſary to enable 
them to reſiſt thoſe dangerous Temptations 
which ſurround them at their firſt Introduc- 
tion into Life ? Will Experience juſtify ſuch 
Expectations? On the contrary ; is not this 
preciſely the Time when they ſtand in moſt 
Need of well-formed Principles to guard 
them againſt the Contagion of bad Examples, 
and of found Judgement to diſtinguiſh what 
are the Objects of real Improvement ? 

No one will deny that much may be ob- 
tained from the Converſation of Men of Senſe 
and Experience; nor is there a more deſirable 
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Qualification than a Knowledge of the World, 
in the genuine and right Senſe of the Word. 
But then previous Inſtruction is neceſſary to 
prepare and to enable young Men to reap the 
Benefits of it. But without ſuch Preparation, 
let us conſider for a Moment what are in ge- 
neral the Opportunities of Improvement which 
this Converſation with the World is likely to 
afford, and what the Knowledge and Expe- 
rience which will probably be gained by it. 

Is the general Practice of the World ſuch, 
as, in the Eſtimation of a thinking Man, en- 
titles it to be conſidered as a School of Vir- 
tue? Is the Converſation uſually to be met 
with there, ſuch as tends to Improvement or 
uſeful Inſtruction? 

This cannot be aſſerted with any Truth. 
Whilſt we ſee the Vices that are daily and 
openly practiſed without check or controll--- 
Nay, even made reputable ; or at leaſt ſtript 
of their natural Deformity ; by the Influence 
of Faſhion. 

Are thoſe Scenes of Trifling and Effemina- 
cy, of Luxury and Extravagance, which ſeem 
in a Manner to conſtitute the Buſineſs of 
Life, and which are the common Topics of 
Converſation,----are theſe likely to contri- 


bute to manly and rational Purſuits ?---Is the 


Youth, who is unprincipled in Religion, 
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leſt he ſhould imbibe Prejudices, likely to im- 
bibe no Prejudices at all againſt it, amid that 
Profaneneſs and Immorality, that Contempt 
of Religion, and even Zeal for Infidelity, 
which are ſo much the Character, and the 
Reproach of the preſent Times ? 

What hath been ſaid may be ſufficient to 
ſhew the Futility of the Objections to early 
Inſtruction, and to eſtabliſh the Neceſſity of 
it. I proceed therefore to conſider it in it's 
progreſſive State, from Childhood to Vouth, 
and from Youth to Manhodd. 

The Purſuits or Profeſſions which Perſons 
are deſtined for at the early Seaſon of Youth, ' 
are ſo many and ſo various, that it is impoſſible 
to conſider them diſtinctly, or to lay down 
Rules for the Inſtruction of each particular 
Rank--- In the Proſecution of the Subject, 
therefore, I truſt I may be excuſed if I paſs 
over thoſe who are not intended for the Pur- 
ſuit of Literature, or for the more refined 
and polite Stations of Life.---Such muſt re- 
ceive all the Inſtruction they are capable of 
from their reſpective Maſters or Paſtors --- I 
ſhall in a great Meaſure confine myſelf to 
ſuch as paſs into the World through a Courſe 
of Academical Education.---- Nor ſhould I 
have dwelt ſo long on the preceding Subject 
(which hath often been diſcuſſed by much 


more 
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more able Hands): But, beſides the general 
great Importance of it, it will be found to 
have a particular Influence on the Character 
and Utility of theſe Seminaries of Learning z 
which are frequently moſt unjuſtly condemn- 
ed for Faults, not their own, but imported 
into them; being the natural Growth of 
Minds unprincipled in their Infant Years 
with Religious Inſtruction, or already taint» 
ed with the evil Manners and Maxims of 
the World in which they have been brought 
up · | | 
"A an Age when Reaſon is arrived at ſuch 
a Degree of Maturity, that the Mind begins 
to open and enlarge it's Views, and to reliſh 
the Pleaſures of Knowledge ;--- If at this 
Seaſon a Youth who hath been trained up 
well in the Paths of Religion, and furniſh- 
ed with Learning ſuitable to his Time of 
Life, ſhall approach the Fountains of Know- 
ledge, with a Thirſt after Improvement, and 
an earneſt Deſire of drinking deeply of the 
Rivers of Science which flow around him on 
every Side--- He will find freſh Gratifications 
from every Stream, with the Aſſiſtance of 
the ableſt Guides to conduct him to their 
Sources---His Duty will be his higheſt Plea- 
ſure---He will be diligent in attending the 
public Worſhip of his God, whilſt his Reli- 
gion 
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gion hath taught him the important Virtues 
of Humility, Induſtry, Temperance, and 
Frugality---And academical, as well as moral 
Duties, will be duly obſerved, for Conſcience 
Sake, 

A Youth thus diſpoſed ; amidſt ſuch Aſ- 
fiſtance of every Kind to cultivate his Mind, 
will feel the moſt ſolid Pleaſures---Such as 
he will ever reflect upon with the higheſt 
Satisfaction, and in advanced Years will look 
back on this Period as the happieſt Part of 
his Life---He will bid fair to do Honour to 
himſelf, his Inſtructors, and to his Country, 
in whatever Station of Life he is placed. 

But, on the other Hand, ſuppoſe a Youth 
to come hither who hath wanted previous 
good Inſtruction ; the Caſe will too probably 
be the very Reverſe.---It hath before been 
obſerved, that, where the firſt Elements of 
Knowledge are wanting, there will be great 
Difficulties in making any conſiderable Pro- 
greſs. All ſerious Purſuits will therefore be 
probably in this Caſe given up, and the young 
Man will grow idle and uſeleſs from mere 
Deſpair. ---Hence ariſe the ſtrongeſt Temp- 
tations to Vice or Folly, to relieve his 
Thoughts and fill up the vacant Time, which 
hangs heavy on his Hands, for Want of 

having 
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having formed any Taſte for rational — 
manly Employment. 

In the mean time, as he has no ſettled re- 
ligious Principles, and is under no Reſtraint, 
except what the ſalutary Laws of the Place 
lay upon him, Regularity will be painful, the 
Service of God irkſome: He may become of- 
fenſive to Society, be buſied in ſeducing others, 
and bringing haſty Ruin on himſelf. 

It is true, that if the Diſpoſition be not 
entirely bad, there will always be Hopes of 
Correction and Reformation in ſuch a Place 
as this; and in Fact this is a Caſe which 
very often happens, as we know by Experi- 
ence.--Amidtit the various Branches of Science 
which flouriſh here, ſome may happily be 
found which may engage his Attention, 
Much may be gleaned from rational Conver- 
ſation, amongſt valuable Acquaintance ; which 
may be naturally expected here.---Good Ad- 
monition will never be wanting ; and, above 
all, from being accuſtomed to Order and 
Regularity, and eſpecially to a conſtant At- 
tendance on Public Worſhip, He may in- 
ſenſibly catch an holy Flame, which may 
burn and brighten through his Life and Con- 
verſation.--And I doubt not there are Mul- 
titudes, who have been heretofore of this 


Claſs, who are now praiſing God for that 
Senſe 
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Senſe of Duty, and thoſe invaluable Blefſings 
which they have received in the Courſe of 
their Education here. 

Yet ſtill a heavy Burthen will be laid on 
the Governors, as well as the Inſtructors of 
Youth, ariſing from the Neglect of better 
Inſtruction and Diſcipline in early Life. 

A heavy Charge, for Inſtance, hath been 
brought againſt the two Univerſities, on ac- 
count of the extravagant Expences of their 
Youth : And it muſt be confeſſed, that, com- 
pared with Times of more Simplicity, they 
are neceſſarily encreaſed; for which many 
Reaſons may be aſſigned, too obvious to be 
enumerated.---But I am perſuaded that thoſe 
which are moſt enormous, may in general be 
ac counted for from the imprudent Indulgences 
ard Irregularities which have taken Place 
before Admiſſion. | 

Suppoſing a Youth to have been brought 
up amidit the Magnificence and Luxury of 
high Life, unaccuſtomed to Reſtraint or Con- 
troul; he will, too probably, as far as his In- 
fluence goes, endeavour to introduce them in- 
to theſe Seats of Simplicity and Diſcipline. 
Hence ariſe Oſtentation, and Endeavours to 
vic with each other in Luxury and Extrava- 
gance. To prevent this Evil will require 
the utmoſt Vigilance and Attention of the 

Magiſtrate, 
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Magiſtrate, as well in enacting ſalutary Laws 
as in the putting them duly in Execution. 
Nor ſhould the Youth, whoſe Rank and For- 
tune may enable him to ſupport an expenſive 
Mode of Living, be on that Account indulged 
with the leaſt Shadow of Exemption from 
theſe legal Reſtraints, fince much is to be 
dreaded from the Influence of Example: Men 
in general, and young Men in particular, are 
naturally diſpoſed to imitate their Superiors ; 
ſo that whatever Degree of Profuſeneſs is 
countenanced or connived at in the higher 
Ranks, will moſt certainly deſcend to the 
lower, and there will be no Poſſibility of 
ſtopping the Progreſs of the Evil. 

It is however but common Juſtice to ob- 
ſerve, that this Miſchief is by no Means fo 
general as ſome would repreſent it, or as at 
firſt Sight it may appear. There are and al- 
ways have been the greateſt Number amongſt 
all Ranks, not excepting the higheſt, who 
conform to that frugal Simplicity, that decent 
Order and Regularity of Behaviour ; that ho- 
neſt and peaceful Purſuit after Knowledge, 
which are the genuine, the brighteſt Orna- 
ments of an Academical Character. 

Another bad Conſequence will be frequent- 
ly found to proceed from the ſame Cauſe. 
When young Men value themſelves on their 
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ſuperior Knowledge of the World, they are 
too apt to think themſelves above all other 
Direction. Modeſty and Diffidence, which 
ought to be their inſeparable Companions, 
are no more. Vanity and Confidence will 
make them think themſelves wiſer than their 
Teachers, whoſe Inſtructions will there- 
fore be deſpiſed ; a pert Forwardneſs will be 
introduced, which will make them ſuppoſe 
themſelves all-knowing, and fully qualified 
to converſe on Topics which they have had no 
Opportunity of underſtanding, and to main- 
tain Opinions which they are incapable of 
judging of. When we ſee a young Man thus 
wiſe in his own Conceit, we may ſafely pro- 
nounce that there are more Hopes of a Fool 
than of him. 

Again; in an Age of Licence and Difſſi- 
pation, thoſe who have not known Reſtraint 
in early Life, will too probably be impatient 
of thoſe ſalutary Regulations which the Laws of 
theſe Societies have wiſely preſcribed. Hence 
every Reſtriction, however liberal and reaſon= 
able in itſelf, will be deemed a Grievance, 
neceſſary Subordination intolerable ; and every 
Exertion of Duty, in thoſe who have the Rule 
over Youth, will be branded with the hard 
Names of Pride or undue Severity. The ſo— 


lemn Engagements made to Obedience will be 
for- 
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forgotten; Reſiſtance will be made to lawful 
Authority, and 'tis well if thoſe who are in- 
veſted with it eſcape without Rudeneſs and 
Inſult. | 

Once more: there are Numbers in the 
World, who, at the Bottom, are Friends to 
Religion and Virtue, and intend, one Day or 

other, ſeriouſly to practiſe them, but who, 
from a Variety of Circumſtances, have learnt 
groſsly to deceive themſelves, and think all is 
well if they barely keep themſelves within the 
Bounds of Decency, tho' their whole Time 
is ſpent in ſeeking Amuſements, innocent per- 
haps in themſelves, when moderately uſed, 
but pernicious in Exceſs; as Life by this 
Means paſſes away in a Circle of Pleaſure and 
Diſſipation. Now ſuppoſing a young Man 
educated amidſt theſe Scenes, he may perhaps 
bring with him no bad Principles or actual 
Vices ; but is it probable that he will attend 
to ſerious Matters ? Is it not more likely that 
his Mind will be intent on Trifles ? that he 
will perpetually be ſecking for a Variety of 
Objects to divert him? In this Caſe the Be- 
nefit of Education will be Joſt upon him.--- 
The beſt that can be expected from him is an 
innocent Worthleſsneſs (if indeed Worthleſſ- 
neſs can be with Propriety called innocent) 


It will require much Pains to cure ſuch an 
C 2 Habit 
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Habit of Idleneſs as this, or to prevail on a 
young Man to make Uſe of ſerious Applica- 
tion to Buſineſs, and to convince him of the 
Folly, Sin, and Danger of miſ-ſpending his 
Time, at a Seaſon of Life the moſt critical 
and important to him. 

Theſe are ſome of thoſe Difficulties which 
are added to the Burthen of thoſe who have 
the Care of Youth, ariſing from the Manners 
and Complexion of the Times. Many more 
might eaſily be added; but it is Time to ob- 
obſerye, that this Proſpect ſhould be ſo far 
from diſcouraging them from diſcharging 
their Truſt, that it ought to animate their 
Zeal, and excite them to redoubie their Di- 
ligence and Attention to a rational and manly 
Diſcipline. The Times indeed make it ne- 
ceſſary that the Manner of exerciſing it ſhould 
be ſomewhat varied : but, though it may be 
inconvenient to adopt in all Points the Sim- 
plicity of the ancient Plan, yet it is the Mode 
only which ſhould be relaxed, whilſt the eſ- 
ſential Parts of it ſhould, if poſſible, be more 
ſtrictly attended to than ever; and, to the ut- 
moſt Vigilance and Activity, muſt be joined 
the greateſt Prudence and Diſcretion. Amidſt 
ſuch a Variety of Diſpoſitions and Manners 
which are imported from the World, different 


Methods ſeem neceſſary for the Correction or 
Refor- 
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Reformation of different Individuals : their 
Tempers ſhould be ſtudied, the Bent of their 
Inclinations and former Purſuits muſt, if poſ-. 
ſible, be diſcovered, in order to guard them 
moſt effectually againſt thoſe Faults that are 
moſt likely to beſet them. The milder Arts 
of Perſuaſion muſt be applied; and good Man- 
ners and Addreſs will often be found as effec- 
tual as Laws themſelves. A noble Weight 
will be added to the Authority of an Inſtruc- 
tor, if by an affectionate Regard to thoſe com- 
mitted to his Care, and a conſtant Attention 
to their real Intereſt, he ſhall be able not 
only to make them obey him as their Supe- 
rior, but to reverence him as their Friend, 
with whom they may with Confidence in- 
truſt every Secret of their Hearts. This 
may be done very conſiſtently, with the moſt 
religious Enforcement of the Laws, which 
mult never be neglected; and in the Execution 
of them there ſhould be Zeal without Vehe- 
mence or Paſſion; Vigilance and Activity 
without the Oſtentation of Power; Spirit and 
Firmneſs without Roughneſs and Auſterity; 
every Degree of Afﬀability that extends not 
towards Meanneſs, or ſuch Familiarity as muſt 
be the Parent of Contempt : Superiority muſt 
allo be maintained, and Subordination care- 

fully 
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fully enforced, without the Appearance of 
Haughtineſs or Pride. Above all, the great 
outlines of Duty muſt be ſteadily inſiſted up- 
on, a punctual Attendance on Divine Wor— 
ſhip, a regular Appearance at the ſtated Hours 
of Meals, a conſtant Attention to Literary Pur- 
ſuits, and to the Employment and Buſineſs of 
of the Place. 

There is another Species of Inſtruction, 
which as it nearly concerns theſe Seats of 
Learning, muſt not be wholly omitted here, 
though it need not be treated of at large : I 
mean that which many of us are already en- 
gaged in, or moſt are intended for, as Paſtors 
and Teachers of God's Word.--I ſcarcely need 
fay that all ſuch will find great Difficulties in 
the Diſcharge of their ſacred Office, from the 
Want of Chriſtian Knowledge being early in- 
ſtilled into the Individuals of their reſpective 
Congregations. They will not only have ha- 
bitual Vices to contend with, but in ſome 
Ranks various new and wild Opinions to com- 
bat, which are founded on Ignorance, and 
which Confidence will give Weight and Im- 
portance to. 

From all which, a general Neglect of Re- 
ligious and Moral Duties may too probably be 
expected; and whilit Recollection may pro- 
duce Deſpair in ſome, others will throw them- 

ſelves 
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ſelves into the Arms of thoſe, who, without 
any Pretenſion to Knowledge, or the leaſt 
previous Qualification, have vainly aſſumed to 
themſelves the Office of Teachers and Preach- 
ers of God's Word ; eſpecially of thoſe who 
ſeem to maintain that the greateſt Immorali- 
ties, and the loweſt Depths of Vice, are the 
ſureſt Means of obtaining a true and ſaving 
Faith. 

It will become, no Doubt, more eſpecial- 
ly our Duty to exert our utmoſt Diligence in 
ſowing the Seeds of Chriſtian Knowledge in 
tender Minds, where we may ; and to be in- 
ſtant, in Seaſon and out of Seaſon, in endea- 
vouring to convert thoſe who are fallen into 
Error, and preſerving our Flocks from Con- 
tagion, by a punctual Diſcharge of every 
Branch of the miniſterial Office. It is need- 
leſs, however, to enlarge on this Subject be- 
fore an Audience where there are ſo many 
diſtinguiſhed for their Knowledge and Inte- 
grity in this Reſpect, and where all have the 
beſt Opportunity of qualifying themſelves for 
the ſacred Office. 

I ſhall conclude with barely mentioning the 
ineſtimable Benefits which this Kingdom hath 
received from this Seat of Learning an dher 
Siſter Univerſity. ---- To ſay nothing of thoſe 
bright Ornaments which haye ſprung from 

them, 
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them, and have at all Times graced, and ſtill 
continue to grace, the higheſt Departments in 
the State. We have ſtood for Ages the great 
Bulwark of the Proteſtant Cauſe, of Order, 
Decency, and Uniformity. Every Branch of 
Learning hath here received the higheſt Im- 
provement; nor is there one Art or Science 
in which our Members have not ſhone with 
diſtinguithed Luſtre. A Light hath been dif- 
fuſed from hence, which hath enlightened not 
only our own Country, but every Part of the 
World, where Virtue and true Literature have 
been held in any Eſteem.---It muſt not be 
omitted too, that our Eſtabliſhment hath not 
only been a main Support of the Church, but in 
Conſequence thereof, and the ſound Principles 
here inculcated, Civil Government hath re- 
ceived the moſt ſolid Advantages. We cannot 
but reflect with Pleaſure on many illuſtrious In- 
ſtances of the Attachment of our Predeceſſors 
to the excellent Conſtitution of our Country. 
When Monarchy fell a Prey to Religious 
Phrenzy, and a Love of Liberty degenerated 
into the Fury of Licentiouſneſs, with what 
Chearfulneſs did they ſacrifice their All in it's 
Defence]! And when Tyranny lifted up her 
Head, with what Steadineſs and Reſolution 
did they ſtand forth againſt Oppreſſion, in 


Defence of conſtitutional Liberty and true 
| Reli- 


( 25 ) 

Religion! And may I have Leave to add, that 
when in later Times jealous Fears for the 
Cauſe of Liberty produced a Licentiouſneſs 
which ſeemed to threaten Anarchy and Con- 
fuſion, the Voice of Faction was not heard in 
our Streets. All wore the Face of Peaceful- 
neſs and Quietneſs ; loyal upon Principle to 
our molt excellent Prince, diſintereſtedly and 
firmly attached to his Perſon and Government. 
Whilſt we reflect on the diſtinguiſhed Luſtre 
of thoſe who have gone before us; whilſt we 
breathe the ſame Air, and tread the ſame 
Ground, where ſo many bright Patterns of 
Learning and Piety have before diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves : This cannot but be the ſtrongeſt 
Incitement to us to exert our Abilities to the 
utmoſt, in profiting by thoſe glorious Oppor- 
tunities of Inſtruction which are here ſo libe- 
rally afforded us: that we too may have our 
Share in ſupporting the Credit and doing Ho- 
nour to the Place of our Education. By doing 
this we ſhall moſt effectually anſwer the Ends 
of our Inſtitution, and render the beſt Service 
to our Country ; for ſo long as theſe Fountains 
ſhall continue to flow, as they have hitherto 
done, pure and unpolluted, good Men will 
{till have ſome comfortable Hopes, notwith- 
ſtanding the Depravity of the Times. True 
Religion and Morality can never be wholly 
D ex- 
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extinguiſhed, whilſt theſe Seats continue to 
flouriſh and ſupport them, and Learning will 
ſtill be the Glory of our Land. We have every 
Motive to incite us to perſevere in exerting our 
ſelves in ſo glorious a Cauſe.---The late Cele- 
brity hath not only done Credit to our Diſci- 
pline, and fingular Honour to the Behaviour 
of our Youth, but hath alſo given us the pleaſ- 
ing Satisfaction of knowing from Experience, 
that our Friends are very numerous as well as 
reſpectable. 

Let us earneſtly beſeech Almighty God, that 
theſe Seminaries may continue to the lateſt 
Ages to pour forth their Benefits on this Church 
and Nation. On PRAY FoR THE PEACE 
OF THIS OUR JERUSALEM! THEY SHALL 
PROSPER THAT LOVE THEE, PEACE BE 
WITHIN THY ꝰ WALLS, AND PLENTEOUS- 
NESS WITHIN THY PALACES; FOR MY 
BRETHREN AND COMPANIONS SAKE I 
WILL WISH THEE PROSPERITY; YEA, BE- 
CAUSE OF THE LoRD ouR Gop I VIII 
SEEK TO DO THEE Goop. 
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